
Understanding Corrosives



ÁȰȣÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÏÒ 
imported are evaluated, and that information concerning 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȢȱ
ÁRequired by Law:  OSHA 29 CFR 1910.1200
ÁEstablished in 1983
ÁȰ2ÉÇÈÔ-to-+ÎÏ×ȱ

Á 5 Major Sections:
ÁIdentification of hazardous chemicals
ÁWritten program
ÁLabels and other forms of warning
ÁMSDSs
ÁInformation and training



ÁRecognize the meaning of the term 
CORROSIVES
ÁRecognize the signs and symptoms of 

overexposures to corrosives
ÁIdentify correct first aid procedures 
ÁIdentify proper Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE)
ÁKnow procedures for handling, spill and leak 

cleanup, and disposal of corrosives



ÁCorrosives

ÁDestroy or damage living tissue 

ǐIrreversible

ÁCan be strong acidsor strong caustics

ÁCan produce chemical burns

ÁWhen inhaled as a mist, can damage respiratory 
system



ÁMay be solid, liquid, or gaseous
ÁMay give off a corrosive mist when released 

into air
ÁUsually soluble in water
ÁNormally non-flammable



ÁAcute
ÁSkin
ǐMay burn
ǐAcids may produce itching or burning sensation
ǐCaustics may feel soapy

ÁEyes
ǐMay burn or be damage seriously

ÁInhalation
ǐMay burn nose, throat and/or cause lung damage

ÁIngestion (swallowing)
ǐMay burn mouth, throat, stomach



ÁChronic

ÁCan cause bronchitis, eye inflammation, digestive 
problems



ÁObservation of spill or leaks
ÁEyes watering
ÁSkin irritation



ÁMay include:

ÁRubber apron

ÁRubber gloves

ÁSplash goggles

ÁFull face shield



ÁRefer to MSDS
ÁSkin

ÁFlush with water for 15 minutes

ÁRemove contaminated clothing

ÁSeek medical help

ÁEyes

ÁFlush with water for 15 minutes

ÁSeek medical help



ÁInhalation

ÁRemove victim to fresh air

ÁRestore breathing if necessary

ÁSeek medical help

ÁIngestion (swallowing)

ÁSeek medical help IMMEDIATELY 

ÁDO NOT INDUCE VOMITING



Á Refer to MSDS
Á Wear proper PPE
Á Contain and neutralize spill (if safe and possible) and place in suitable container, 

according to Waste Management Plan 
Á Dispose, in accordance with regulations
Á Waste Management

Á Emergency Action Plan
Á Emergency Procedures

Á Spill Control Plan
Á Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan

Á Chemical Spill Guidance 
Á Immediately alert all personnel to evacuate the room
Á Once everyone is out close the door behind you
Á Move to a nearby phone and contact Wright State Police at 937-775-2111
Á Tend to injured or contaminated personnel. 
Á Stay in the general area, a safe distance away, and wait for emergency responders
Á Make a point to introduce yourself to emergency response personnel so that if they have any 

questions they know who you are

Report All Emergencies to Wright State Police at 937-775-2111 


