
Understanding Flammables and Combustibles



ÁȰȣÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÏÒ 
imported are evaluated, and that information concerning 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȢȱ
ÁRequired by Law:  OSHA 29 CFR 1910.1200
ÁEstablished in 1983
ÁȰ2ÉÇÈÔ-to-+ÎÏ×ȱ

Á 5 Major Sections:
ÁIdentification of hazardous chemicals
ÁWritten program
ÁLabels and other forms of warning
ÁMSDSs
ÁInformation and training



ÁRecognize the meaning of the terms 
FLAMMABLEand COMBUSTIBLE
ÁDifferentiate between

ÁFlammable aerosols

ÁFlammable gases

ÁFlammable liquids

ÁCombustible liquids

ÁFlammable solids



ÁRecognize the following for flammables and 
combustibles

ÁPhysical hazards

ÁHealth hazards

ÁMethods of detection

ÁEmergency and handling procedures

ÁFirst aid procedures



ÁImportant to be aware of fire and health 
hazards of flammables and combustibles
ÁAlways refer to the MSDS

ÁExamples

ÁEthyl ether

ÁButane

ÁPropane

ÁAcetylene



ÁFlammablesare easily ignited 
and burn rapidly
ÁCombustiblesare substances 

capable of fueling a fire, but do 
not ignite and burn as readily as 
a flammable



FLAMMABLES COMBUSTIBLES

AEROSOLS LIQUIDS

GASES

LIQUIDS

SOLIDS



OSHA Training and Reference Materials Library --
Flammables and Combustible Liquids

http://www.osha.gov/dcsp/ote/library/flammable_liquids/flammable_liquids.html
http://www.osha.gov/dcsp/ote/library/flammable_liquids/flammable_liquids.html
http://www.osha.gov/dcsp/ote/library/flammable_liquids/flammable_liquids.html
http://www.osha.gov/dcsp/ote/library/flammable_liquids/flammable_liquids.html


ÁFlame projection of more than 
Χήȱ ÁÔ ÆÕÌÌ ÖÁÌÖÅ

OR

ÁFlash back at any degree of 
valve opening

ÁExample:  WD-40

http://www.bmed.mcgill.ca/dept_resources/machine_shop/miscellaneous/msds/wd40_aero.pdf
http://www.bmed.mcgill.ca/dept_resources/machine_shop/miscellaneous/msds/wd40_aero.pdf
http://www.bmed.mcgill.ca/dept_resources/machine_shop/miscellaneous/msds/wd40_aero.pdf


ÁCompressed Gases

ÁLEL at or below 13%

ÁFlammability range 
greater than 12%

ÁExamples:

ÁHydrogen


