
Understanding the Hazard Communication Standard 



ÁȰȣÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÏÒ 
imported are evaluated, and that information concerning 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȢȱ
ÁRequired by Law:  OSHA 29 CFR 1910.1200
ÁEstablished in 1983
ÁȰ2ÉÇÈÔ-to-+ÎÏ×ȱ

Á 5 Major Sections:
ÁIdentification of hazardous chemicals
ÁWritten program
ÁLabels and other forms of warning
ÁMSDSs
ÁInformation and training



You will be able to:
ÁRecognize the purpose of the MSDS
ÁIdentify key requirements of the MSDS
ÁUse a glossaryto look up common terms 

used in MSDSs (available on EHS website)
ÁState where MSDSs are located in your work 

area

http://www.wright.edu/admin/ehs/siteindex/g.html


ÁA detailed document sent by the 
manufacturer/importer.  Designed to 
communicate hazard information to:

ÁEmployers

ÁEmployees

ÁHealth professionals

ÁEmergency personnel



ÁExamples of MSDSs

ÁHard Copies

ÁElectronic Copies

ÁGlossary

ÁExplanation of technical terms



ÁContents of the MSDS

ÁMany sections

ÁMSDSs are available to all employees
ÁDesigned to help health professionals, fire 

fighters and others in emergency situations 
ÁProvide guidance for protective measures
ÁVary in format



ÁProvides detailed information about chemical 
hazards to:

ÁEmployees

ÁEmployers

ÁHealth Professionals

ÁEmergency Personnel



ÁSection 1 - Materials and Company 
Identification 

ÁChemical name - usually the IUPAC or CAS name 
is given. Other common names and trade names 
may also be given. 

ÁCAS registry number - not required by OSHA, but 
most state right-to-know laws require it. 

ÁDate prepared - OSHA requires date literature 
was prepared or date of latest update. 


