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By now we are all aware of the
passing of Michael Jackson, the
oKing of Popbé.
Michael Jackson fan, but
probably like most of you who
watch TV at all, | have been
reintroduced to his videos. |
still do not consider myself a
fan but | do have a greater
appreciation for the talent he
had. To me it once again
shows that sometimes things

n the past

Provided Hazard
Communication and Lab
Safety training to 27 staff

Provided Forklift training to
23 staff

Provided Contractor Safety
and Health training to campus
engineers/project managers

Provided Lab Safety
Awareness training to 17
incoming SOM STREAMS
Program students to kick off
their summer lab research
work

qu

Responded to 7 indoor air
guality complaints

Responded to 3 mercury
spills

Arranged for annual physicals
and respirator fit testing for
25 staff

http://www.wright.edu/admin/ehs/
ehs@wright.edu
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are not always the way they
seem and it takes a closer look to
gewthesrealrsery.e r  a

This same attitude should be
used when evaluating the
teaching, research, and work
practices here at WSU.
Sometimes a person thinks the
operation they are involved with
is operating in a safe and
environmental friendly manner
only to real
that something they had taken
for granted caused an injury or
some type of environmental
ipcidept.  EHSé

A recent example, and one that
could occur here at WSU, is the
unfortunate event that resulted in
the death of a UCLA chemistry
research assistant. This
individual was fatally burned
from a lab accident while using a
highly flammable material. It is
believed that something as
obvious as wearing a proper lab
coat could have saved her life.
More information on this incident
can be found in the article on
page 3.

One of the biggest safety
concerns we see across the
university is the lack of wearing
proper personal protective
equipment (PPE), especially in
labs. Please take this
opportunity to review your, and
your staffds,
proper PPE has been selected
and worn. In labs, the required
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minimum PPE includes lab coats,
long pants, closed toed shoes,
and proper eye/face protection.
Of course, the use of proper PPE
goes beyond labs and must be
worn when working in any
hazardous environment. Not all
PPE is created the same, for
assistance in the selection and
use of PPE, EHS can help you
with a personalized PPE

and wedl |

I challenge all of you to please
take a moment to critically
review your operations, follow
your operating procedures,
wear your PPE, and take all
precautions necessary to make
sure you are not taking for
granted a safety measure that,
if not followed, could cause a
significant loss.

Though we may not all be able
to dance like Michael Jackson we
all have our own talents and it
would be a shame to have a
preventable accident occur that
would destroy our ability to

share those talents with our kids,
family, friends, or the rest of the
world for that matter .

Thanks for taking the time to

ensur e
-Steve
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When It Rains, It Pours

Stormwater is the water that results
from any precipitation event. It cleans

the air and washes dirt away from
streets and side walks. This rush of

water is known as the first flush effect.
After a long dry spell the first flush can

be very detrimental to the water
guality in the
polluted stormwater runoff can have

adverse effects on wildlife, people and

plants.

Here are two areas of concern we are

addressing at WSU:

First , sediment from erosion can

cloud the water and make it difficult for

plants and animals in the stream to
grow. Sediment can also destroy the
aquatic habitat. Whenever there is a

campus project that disturbs one acre

or more of land a stormwater
mitigation plan/permit is
developed for the particular site to
prevent erosion from carrying
sediment away from the site. Silt
fencing, and straw bales are some
of the best management practices

ar eao gsedtd flited hdWater beforelith €

goes off site. This was
implemented when the Diggs
Laboratory was built in 2007.

Secondly , excess nutrients cause
algae blooms in the water column.
Later these blooms die and
decompose in a process that
removes dissolved oxygen from the
water. Fish and other aquatic
organisms cannot exist in water
with low oxygen levels. The WSU

Fairborn Fire Department Training

The Fairborn Fire Department

(FFD) recently accepted an
invitation by EHS to come to
campus for some hazard
awareness training.

For three days in June, EHS

hosted 32 members of the FFD
for this training. The purpose of
the training was to provide new
insights, awareness, and a
renewed familiarity of our
campus to FFD personnel in
regards to hazardous materials
and operations.

Training was provided on topics
such as laboratories, Nutter
Center ammonia room, chlorine
water treatment area, EHS
hazardous waste storage facility,
confined space and high area
rescue, and other high hazard
areas.

Other than EHS and the campus
Police Department, FFD serves
as a first responding agency to
the university. The service in
this regard is of particular
importance during evenings

and weekends.

Grounds Department is careful
in their application of fertilizer
to the grounds and thereby
minimizes the runoff from
carrying nutrients off site.

WSU has been addressing
stormwater impacts for over
five years by implementing a
Stormwater Management
Plan for the campus. This plan
has various steps and presents
engineering best management
practices to reduce problems
in stormwater.

Contact EHSi f youdd
i nformation on
storm water program.

This training was designed
to improve their ability to
be effective first
responders.
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http://www.wright.edu/admin/ehs/resources/concern.html

Lab Accident Fatality

On December 29, 2008 a lab fire
occurred in a UCLA chemistry lab
that resulted in the death of a
female research assistant. She was
transferring t -butyl lithium, a
pyrophoric chemical that bursts
into flames when exposed to air,
from one container to another using
a syringe. Something went wrong
with the syringe and her highly
flammable sweater caught on fire.
The investigation led to fines and
discovered the following: she was
not wearing a lab coat, was wearing
flammable gloves (inappropriate
PPE), had a lack of training, was
working alone, and ran in the

opposite direction of the
emergency shower. Many of these
are unfortunate practices or
circumstances that may have
prevented this incident. Her
supervisor claimed she was trained
in the appropriate method for the
procedure, but no records of such
training were available.

Two important lessons can be
learned from this occurrence. One,
all employees must be made aware
of the need to wear proper
personal protective equipment

(and must wear it) and two, all
training provided to employees

must be documented because, in the
investigation of an accident, any
training without documentation is
training that never occurred.

More information on this accident
can be found at
http://www.latimes.com/features/he
alth/la -me-uclalab5 -
2009may05.0,6665233.story

A related and interesting article that
gives thought to the culture of lab
safety at academic institutions can
be found at
http://www.slate.com/id/2218825/

2009 Data Request for Inventory of Select Agents and Toxins

Select agents and toxins are
disease-causing biological agents
that have the potential to cause a
severe threat to human, animal, and
plant health, or to animal and plant
products. Most select agents and
toxins already exist in nature but
become a concern when people
begin to manufacture and condense
these biological pathogens to be
used in an act of terrorism.

The Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) defines the
list of select agents and toxins that
threaten human health while the
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) defines the list of
select agents and toxins that
threaten animal or plant health, or
animal and plant products. Agents
that pose both threats are referred to
as "Overlap Agents" and appear on
both the HHS and USDA lists.

The National Select Agent
Registry (NSAR) Program is co -
managed by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and
the Animal and Plant Health

Inspection Service (APHIS) to track
institutions and scientists who use
select agents and toxins in their
research. Special permits and
approval must be obtained from
NSAR before work even begins.

To date, Wright State University
has not had any research involving
select agents or toxins requiring a
NSAR permit.

WSU must authenticate that such
research is not being performed
which is achieved through a
questionnaire that must be filled out
and returned to EHS for
recordkeeping purposes. This
questionnaire will be sent via
campus mail to all applicable WSU
employees. The questionnaire
contains the lists of the biological
agents of interest. Look over the
list carefully and answer each
section. Include additional
information as warranted.
Questions found within the survey
must be answered whether you
possess any of the listed agents or
not.

Return completed questionnaires
via campus mail to Kim Morris, 047
BSIl. You may also fax the form to
x4286. An electronic version for
printing and submission is
available by making such request
to Kimberly Morris.

The guestionnaire will be sent
out via campus mail by July 15,
2009. Due date for return is
August 14, 2009. Results will be
submitted to the Institutional
Biosafety Committee (IBC) for
review at the September 2009
meeting.

Please remember you are
responsible for returning the
completed questionnaire by the
date indicated. Your cooperation
with this effort is required to
ensure WSU maintains
compliance with applicable
safety and health regulations . If
you have any questions please
contact Kim Morris at ext. 2623 or
via e-mail at
kimberly.morris@wright.edu

(Source: CDC, 2009)
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Pictured, back:  Bill Palmer, Greg Merkle, Joe Whitlock,
Helen Kay Dean, Steve Farrell, Dick Robertson

Pictured, front:  Ron Hamilton, Kimberly Morris, Dramane Konate,
Marjorie Markopoulos




