
ESEARCH           EWSNNNNNRRRRR
201J University  Hall   Telephone 775-2425Winter 2006  Vol  36  No 2

From the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs - Serving the Research Community of Wright State University

We are pleased to announce the selection of awardees of the
Research Challenge Early Start/Augmentation program.  Of 51
proposals submitted, 16 projects were funded for a total of
$275,795.  The primary objective of the Research Challenge pro-
gram is to furnish seed funding to faculty in order to produce

additional sponsored research.  Congratulations to those receiving
an award (listed below) from the November 2005 call for applica-
tions.  More information on this program may be found at our
website: www.wright.edu/rsp/internal.html.

Early/Start Augmentation
Awards Announced

Anderson, Liam Political Science Power-Sharing in Kirkuk: Avoiding Ethnic Meltdown $12,030
Cipollini, Donald F. Biological Sciences Microarray Analysis of Garlic Mustard Responses to

Herbivory and Pathogen Attack $22,000
Duren, Dana L. Community Health Genetics of Childhood Bone Accrual $20,504
  Bradford  Towne
Fossum, Eric Chemistry The Effects of Branching on the Proton Exchange

Membrane Behavior of Phase Separated Block Copolymers:
A  Nanoscale Approach to a Macroscopic Problem $20,000

Higgins, Steven  R. Chemistry An In-situ Method for Lateral Force Calibration in Scanning
Probe Microscopes for Investigations of Nanometer-scale
Friction $22,000

Lauf, Peter K. Pathology Structure Function Studies on a Proton Binding Site
  Norma Adragna-Lauf in a Renal KCC1 Isoform of KCl Cotransport $17,750
Leffak, I. Michael Biochemistry and Trinucleotide Repeat Expansion & Human Neuro- $19,500

Molecular Biology (SOM) degenerative Disease
Mathies, Bonnie K. Education and Human Ohio School Librarians: Dynamic Agents of Learning $8,000

Services - Administration
Organisciak, Daniel T. Biochemistry and Crystalline Migration and Chaperone Properties in $20,630

Molecular Biology (SOM) Photoreceptors
Patrick, Steve M. Biochemistry and Protein Complex Formation and Assembly at Cisplatin

Molecular Biology (SOM) Interstrand Cross-links (ICLs) $24,381
Pei, Yong Computer Science and Engineering Internet2-Based Telepresence $15,000
Rigling, Brian D. Electrical Engineering Exploitation of Narrow Band, Noncooperative Signals for

Dismount Detection and Tracking $16,000
Ritzi, Jr., Robert W. Geological Sciences Collaborative Research on Reactive Contaminant

Transport: Modeling Spatial Cross-Correlation Between
Hydraulic and Reactive Aquifer Attributes as Determined
by Sedimentary Architecture $8,000

Sengupta, Arijit Information Systems and An Architecture for Secure and Integrated Management
Operations Management of XML and Relational Data $21,000

Young, Henry Daniel Mechanical and Materials Engineering Scanning Electron Microscopy and Capabilities in
Preparation for Integrated Circuit Packaging Research $15,000

Zhang, Xinhui Biomedical, Industrial and A Quick, Effective Neighborhood Search for Integer
Human Factors Engineering Programs and Its Applications in Defense Logistics,

Supply Chain Management & Airline Scheduling
Problems $14,000



though, exploring the possibility of
purchasing only some of the “modules”
offered and having CATS develop oth-
ers.)

What does this mean for Principal
Investiga-
tors?  It
means that

sometime in the future just about every-
thing connected with the research sup-
port process—searching for funding
opportunities, preparing and submitting
proposals, getting awards set up, ac-
cessing financial information during the
life of the project—will all be done on
line. Gone will be our “yellow sheet”
routing slips; gone will be our red fold-
ers carried across campus by students
who brave wind, sleet and snow while
on their appointed rounds.

Welcome to the world of ERA!

Research News     Winter  2006   Page 2

NotesNotesNotesNotesNotes
from

 the 
from

 the 
from

 the 
from

 the 
from

 the 
AVPAVPAVPAVPAVP

Bill SellersBill SellersBill SellersBill SellersBill Sellers

ERA.  Not equal rights amendment.
Not earned run average.  We are en-
tering the new ERA of Electronic Re-
search Administration.

It is clearly becoming evident that
our quaint internal routing system and
home-built databases are no longer
interfacing very well with, on the one
hand, sponsoring agencies that are
going to electronic proposal submis-
sion systems, and, on the other hand,
the University’s new financial manage-
ment system (Banner).  On the pre-
award side, the new kid on the block is
Grants.gov—the federal portal for
grant submis-
sions that is
gradually
being used
by all federal agencies as required by
federal law.  The most important mile-
stone is February 1, 2007, when all
NIH “R01” type applications will need
to be submitted through Grants.gov.
You will find more about Grants.gov
elsewhere in this issue of Research
News.  Currently, we have submitted a

handful of electronic Grants.gov sub-
missions with few or no problems.
The volume at this point is quite low,
which has allowed us and the PI’s the
extra time to correct any errors. By
February, the volume will have
greatly increased, and we will be
swamped if we don’t find another
way.

On the post-award side, the new-
comer is SCT/Banner.  We have dis-
covered that manually feeding data
into Banner and getting information
out of it is very time-consuming—so
time-consuming, in fact, that we are
very much behind in various func-
tions, such as setting up awards in the
system.  We have hired temporary
help but this is not a satisfactory
long-term solution.

What is needed is a “system-to-
system” solution on both ends to en-
sure that proposals and awards are
moved through the system in a timely
manner.  Basically this means a web-
based workflow system that works
automatically with both Grants.gov
and with Banner.  Fortunately, there
are such systems out
there.  They are
expensive, but
I don’t think
we really
have a
choice at this
point.  (We are,
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Cauley, Katherine L. SOM HIEx Healthlink Information Exchange $19,699
Robert Sweeney RSCOB

Krane, Dan E. COSM Developing Software that Generates Forensic DNA Profiles and
Meaningful Statistics from Mixed Evidence Samples $9,007

Teall, Alice CONH Clinical Record System $19,812
Margaret Clark Graham CONH
Bryan Beverly CTL

Wooley, Dawn P. SOM HIV-1 Treatment Monitoring Assay $50,000

The Fall 2005 call for applications for the Technol-
ogy Commercialization Program resulted in the receipt
of four proposals, of which all were funded.  This pro-
gram is intended to expand the benefits of Wright State
University research accomplishments through commer-

cial application and technology development.
Congratulations to those receiving an award
(listed below).  More information on this program
may be found at http://www.wright.edu/rsp/
internal.html.
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NIH Adjusts Timeline for
Electronic Application

Submission

On February 7, 2006, NIH issued a
notice that the timeline for electronic
application submission has been ex-
tended to allow additional time before
the R01 transition.  NIH has adjusted the
implementation timeline for electronic
application submission to provide an
additional four months (one submission
round) before the transition of the tradi-
tional research grant mechanism (R01)
and all subsequent mechanisms.  This
change sets the new transition date for
R01’s to February 1, 2007.  NIH notes
that the new timelines will help both
NIH and the applicants by allowing both
the additional time to address business
process and internal infrastructure
changes needed to support the change.
NIH will be able to gain more experi-
ence through the additional electronic
submission cycles and allow them to
bring together two major initiatives,

electronic submis-
sion and allowing
multiple principal
investigators on

research grant
applications.

For a complete
updated timeline
for NIH electronic

application submission, go to http://
era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/files/
Electronic_receipt_timeline_Ext.pdf.

NIH, the eRA Commons, Grants.gov,
and You

National Institutes of
Health

Pre-Award NOTES

On January 11, 2006, WSU partici-
pated in an NIH Videocast that served
as an introduction to the electronic
grant application process and the
SF424 (R&R) cover
sheet which will be a
part of the proposal sub-
mission process through
Grants.gov.  A number
of WSU faculty and RSP staff at-
tended the broadcast; however, for
those who were not able to attend and
would like to view the videocast, it is
archived at http://videocast.nih.gov/
PastEvents.asp?c=998.   A selection
of questions submitted during the live
sessions were addressed during the
training and have been added to the
Frequently Asked Questions posted on
the Electronic Submission of Grant
Applications Frequently Asked Ques-
tions Web site at http://era.nih.gov/
ElectronicReceipt/faq.htm.\.

Although Grants.gov is a universal
portal that will be used to accept appli-
cations from all federal agencies in the
future, each agency has specific in-
structions for their applications. If you
are required to submit an NIH pro-
posal through Grants.gov, it is impera-
tive that you download both the in-
structions and the application package
available on Grants.gov.  The instruc-
tions will include specific guidelines
for the NIH application process.

Two very important steps in the new
NIH process are as follows:

In order to submit an NIH proposal
through Grants.gov, the principal
investigator must be registered in
the NIH eRA Commons.  If you
are planning to submit an NIH pro-
posal and are not already registered
in the eRA Commons, please con-
tact RSP as soon as possible so that
we may enter your information into
the Commons. You cannot submit
an NIH proposal through Grants.gov

if you are not registered in the NIH
eRA Commons.
(Whether as a new registrant or
someone who has already regis-

tered in the Commons, be
sure that the information in
your Commons Personal
Profile matches the informa-
tion entered on the SF424.  If
these do not agree, the Com-

mons will issue an error message,
and the proposal will have to be
resubmitted.  This was one of the
most common mistakes noted in the
first required AREA grant elec-
tronic submission process.)
Once an application has been re-
ceived, validated by Grants.gov,
and picked up by NIH, there is a
verification process in the eRA
Commons that both the
principal investigator
and the WSU autho-
rized official (RSP)
must complete.  If
there are errors noted, the
application will not be processed
by NIH until the errors are cor-
rected.  The corrections must be
made, and the entire corrected ap-
plication must be submitted again
through Grants.gov by selecting the
Changed/Corrected Application
Type of Submission.  This all must
be completed prior to the time and
date of the deadline.  (This is why
it is important to submit the appli-
cation early so that it will not be
marked late and run the risk of be-
ing rejected.)
There are additional informative

materials (handouts and PowerPoint
presentations) on the training page of
the NIH Electronic Submission Web
site at http://era.nih.gov/training/
ElectronicSubmission/.  We encour-
age anyone contemplating an elec-
tronic submission to NIH in the fu-
ture to review these materials.
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RSP is working diligently to make a smooth transition to the electronic submis-
sion of federal grant applications through Grants.gov.  Use of Grants.gov is
being phased in, with different federal agencies requiring different proposals to go

through Grants.gov for different deadlines.  Some quick reference tips that may help you
as you log on to the Grants.gov website are noted below:

Wright State University is registered with Grants.gov and the Central Con-
tractor Registry.  (No additional registration by the principal investigator or
business manger is necessary).

In order to view guidelines and application packages on Grants.gov, it is nec-
essary to download the PureEdge Viewer for Windows users or the Citrix
server for non-Windows users.  Both are available as a free download at the
Grants.gov website.

Use Internet Explorer when accessing the Grants.gov web site.
Application packages are downloaded and then filled out offline—

Grants.gov is not a web-based program.
Each agency has different guidelines and instructions specific to their orga-

nization, which may include types and format of files and time of receipt
deadline, among others.

If the files you are sending to RSP are larger than 25 MB in total, you may
find that they are too big to attach to an email. In this case, you may either
copy them to a flash drive or CD-ROM and deliver them to RSP, or you may
upload the files to a special FTP site that has been set aside for this purpose.
(See instructions under the RSP Grants.gov link located at http://
www.wright.edu/rsp/proposal.html.)

RSP must submit the finished PureEdge file proposal package to
Grants.gov—it cannot be submitted by the investigator.

For more details and updated instructions as they become available in the future, please
check our Grants.gov link at http://www.wright.edu/rsp/proposal.html.

Basically, Grants.gov is simply a post office box set up to receive federal grant
applications.  Proposals submitted through Grants.gov must go through a
two-step receipt and validation process.  The proposal must first go through a

screening process at Grants.gov.  If critical errors are found at this point, the proposal
will be rejected and must be resubmitted.  If the proposal passes this first screening at
Grants.gov, the federal agency is notified that it is ready for pickup, and the proposal will
then go through a screening process at the federal agency.  If errors are found at this
point, the proposal will have to be corrected and the complete proposal resubmitted
t h r o u g h Grants.gov.  Therefore, if the proposal is
submitted to Grants.gov at the last minute, and it gets
rejected by either Grants.gov or the federal agency, it will be
very difficult to make the necessary corrections and resub-
mit the proposal prior to the submission deadline.  Accordingly, it is critical that RSP
receives the final proposal for any Grants.gov submissions five (5) days prior to the
submission deadline to allow time for any necessary corrections or resubmissions.
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Transitioning to Electronic Proposal
Submission through

Grants.gov

Internal Deadlines
for

Grants.gov Proposal Submissions
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ProPosal Writing WorkshoPProPosal Writing WorkshoPProPosal Writing WorkshoPProPosal Writing WorkshoPProPosal Writing WorkshoP

The Office of Research and Spon-
sored Programs is hosting a proposal
writing workshop to be presented by
Dr. Robert Lucas from the Institute of
Scholarly Productivity on Tuesday,
April 11, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00

p.m.  Dr. Lucas is a nation-
ally-known research ad-
ministrator, teacher, and
writer whose humorous
and informative style
makes him one of the

most popular speakers in his field
today.

Dr. Lucas will be sharing his in-
sights about the proposal process,
including the following topics:

How to identify fundable ideas
How to locate likely sponsors

How to draft a concept paper/
foundation inquiry letter
How to develop a strong and
convincing proposal
How to deal positively with
reviewers comments
…and much more

The workshop is limited to 25 par-
ticipants, and currently all spaces are
filled.  If you are interested in attend-
ing, however, and would like to be
placed on the waiting list, please ac-
cess the application form on our
website at http://www.wright.edu/rsp
(noted as “Application for Next Work-
shop” under the “Proposal Prepara-
tion” link) and forward it to our office.
We will keep you informed as to the
status of available spaces.

rsP WorkshoPsrsP WorkshoPsrsP WorkshoPsrsP WorkshoPsrsP WorkshoPs

RSP will be offering a hands-on ses-
sion that will provide an introduction to
the electronic resources available to
faculty and staff for matching research
interests with funding opportunities.
The workshop will be held in 215
Dunbar Library on Tuesday, March 14,
2006, from 12-1 P.M..  The focus of this
workshop is the electronic databases
available on the RSP homepage, which
includes Community of Science and
Sponsored Programs Information

Network.
Registration is lim-

ited to the first 10
participants so that
everyone is assured access to a com-
puter.  We ask that those wishing to at-
tend please register by March 10, 2006.
For additional Information or to register,
please contact Jackie Frederick by email
at jackie.frederick@wright.edu or by
telephone at ext. 2664.

Find Funding $ources
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RSP Staff

Office of Research and
Sponsored Programs
Wright State University
201J University Hall
Dayton, Ohio 45435
Voice:  937 775-2425
FAX:  937 775-3781
email: rsp@wright.edu
http://www.wright.edu/rsp/

Call for ResearchCall for ResearchCall for ResearchCall for ResearchCall for Research     Challenge ProposalsChallenge ProposalsChallenge ProposalsChallenge ProposalsChallenge Proposals
Dr. Joseph F. Thomas, Jr., Vice President for Research and Dean of the Graduate School has issued

 a call for proposals for the
Research Challenge Major Collaboration and Infrastructure Grant Program.

The purpose of this program is to provide funding to encourage the formation of collaborative research teams
and the development of proposals for major external grants and contracts.

Copies of the application forms and guidelines, including eligibility information, are available on the RSP web
site at

http://www.wright.edu/rsp/IntenralProgs/RC_Collab_Guide.rtf.
The deadline for this program is 5:00 p.m. on April 7, 2006.

The overall Research Challenge program is supported by the Ohio Board of Regents with a view to helping re-
search universities in the State increase their level of external funding, research activity, and technology develop-

ment.
The Major Collaboration Grant and Infrastructure Program is only one component of the

Research Challenge Program.


